Hard Tack and Hard Times

Self-Guided Museum Tour

Explore artifacts related to the American Civil War in this self-guided tour. Download a copy and bring it

with you to the Museum for a quick and targeted history lesson.

Wood from
the Lincoln Conspirators
Execution Scaffolding

O is for Oddities, 2nd Floor

On July 7, 1865, four of eight convicted
conspirators in the assassination of
President Abraham Lincoln were hanged
before a crowd of more than 1,000
people. One of them, Mary Surratt, was
the first woman to be executed by the
U.S. Government. After the bodies were

distributed as souvenirs.

Lincoln Commemorative 2
Glass Goblet
G is for Glass, 1st Floor

Photograph of “Gone with the
Wind"” character Scarlett O’'Hara
and Chair made by Vander Ley
Bros. Furniture of Grand Rapids
Furniture City, 2nd Floor

3 Underground Railroad Oil Painting
on Main Staircase Landing

The Underground Railroad was a vast network of people and
places that helped southern slaves escape to the north. While
Quakers started using this system in the end of the 18th
century, the name was given to the network around

the 1830’s; the same time railroads were
beginning to carry passengers across
the United States.

taken down, the gallows were cut-up and

General Champlin’s Civil War Frock Coat
V is for Veterans, 3rd Floor

The front of a Union frock coat allowed for the wearer's rank to be
instantly identified, even at a distance. High ranking officers wore
double-breasted coats. Their specific ranking could be distinguished
by the multiple rows and specific arrangements of their buttons. All
others had a single row of nine equally spaced buttons.

Look for other Civil War items in the V is for Veterans Exhibit

Muster Rolls of the
1st Michigan Sharpshooters
Anishinabek, 3rd Floor

About 4,000 Native Americans fought

for the Union during the Civil War,

despite their [then] lack of U.S. citizenship.
Company K, a regiment of the 1st Michigan
Sharpshooters, was composed of men
from Michigan’s Odawa, Ojibwa and
Potawatomi tribes. Membership required
specific qualifications, such as the ability to
accurately hita 5" circle
from 220 yards away.
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Use your smart phone to read the QR code

Civil War artifacts.

at each object to learn even more about our
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